
 

 

Homewood Public Library District Board Meeting 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Homewood Library 

7:00 p.m. – February 18, 2015 
 

CALL TO ORDER –  

President Korajczyk called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with a roll call vote.  Present for all or part of 

the meeting were Mr. Barr, Mr. Flor, Ms. Muryn, Ms. Eagle, Ms. Sterbenc, Ms. Korajczyk and 

Administrative Librarian Ms. Crump.  Absent was Mr. Weiss.  Ms. Satkus, Assistant Director of Library 

and Web Services was also present.  Recorder of minutes was Sandy Sullivan. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA –  

Mr. Flor commented that the balance sheet worked out great this month. Cygan- Hayes helped and 

Leslie Stark in the business office had it done by last Wednesday, which was quick.   Ms. Eagle moved, 

seconded by Ms. Sterbenc, to approve the consent agenda.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Eagle – aye, Mr. Barr – 

aye, Ms. Muryn – aye, Mr. Flor – aye, Ms. Sterbenc – aye, Ms. Korajczyk – aye.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  

Motion carried.   

 

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT –  

Ms. Crump said that Chocolate Fest in Homewood will be held this Saturday.  Stephanie Ferkula, staff 

member from Patron Services, will represent the library.  

 

An open house was held on February 14 to start the celebration for the library’s 25th anniversary.  The 

speaker series will begin in March with guest speaker Jim Wright.  The date for the official reception is 

Sunday, April 26th from 2-4 pm in the meeting room.  There will be photos, documents, and memorabilia 

for guests to peruse.  Music will be provided by the South Suburban Symphony quartet.  Snacks will be 

provided. 

 

A storyteller was at the library last night.  There was a good turnout.  Another storytelling event will be 

held on April 20th at 7 pm. 

 

A 3D printer was purchased and put together.  Ms. Crump displayed a plastic octopus that was made on 

our machine before it was shipped to us.   The printer is currently housed in the Adult Services office. 

 

Kate Purvis donated a painting.  Reading Rainbow is making a comeback and artists donated paintings to 

be included in their calendar.  Kate was picked as an honorable mention to be included.  She donated 

the painting to the library and it was placed in the Youth Department.   

 

The library has a large whiteboard to be used for interactive programming.  The first use of the board 

was a “Why We Love Our Patrons” display.   

 

At the staff meeting last week, Ms. Crump announced a word of mouth campaign.  The new ILS is 

perfect for word of mouth.    

 

Upcoming events for trustees:  Saturday, May 16 is an ATLAS session for trustees. 



There is an OMA training requirement for elected officials.  Ms. Korajczyk said board trustees only have 

to do it once.  Ms. Muryn and Ms. Sterbenc indicated that they did the training shortly after joining the 

library board.      

 

PATRON COMMENT/CORRESPONDENCE/SUGGESTION BOX/EMAIL COMMENTS –  

Patron comments were generally favorable and positive.  Everyone apparently loves Ms. Sherry: her 

outreach program services 8 locations. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Advocacy – No report as Mr. Weiss was absent. 

Facilities – Nothing to report from Mr. Barr.  

Finance – A detailed report was submitted by Mr. Flor.  The report is very much the same as the reports 

from the last couple of months.  Mr. Flor stated that there is a $75,000 deficit in operating surplus.  

Expenses for the second half of our fiscal year are usually less than the first half so we may be able to 

make up this deficit.  There will be continued enhancements to the QuickBooks system for accuracy.  

Mr. Barr asked if QuickBooks is the correct program.  Mr. Flor said for a long time we did not do the 

required maintenance as we should have.  It takes time to clean it up after being ignored.  The 

QuickBooks software is fine; however the procedures to plug in the figures need to be refined.   Leslie 

Stark has been writing down a lot of the procedures to provide good documentation. 

Governmental Affairs – Ms. Muryn spoke about cuts that the Rauner administration’s budget is making. 

Mr. Barr attended a legislative breakfast last Friday.   Mr. Davis, our representative, will be working hard 

to just retain what we already have. The budget was not announced or known at that time but all 

agreed it will be an interesting four years. 

Library Resources – No report. 

Policy – No report. 

Personnel – Ms. Korajczyk said they made it through the manual.  They’ve made great progress but it’s a 

shorter document.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Discussion took place about health insurance.   Ms. Eagle thanked Ms. Crump for all her hard work on 

this difficult task.   Ms. Crump’s and the staff health insurance committee’s recommendation is to join 

IPBC.    Still to be determined is how to fund the insurance premium, i.e. how much the staff member 

and employer will each contribute. The advantage with IPBC is that if our census changes, our rates 

don’t change.   

Mr. Flor moved, seconded by Ms. Eagle, to accept the recommendation of the Administrative Librarian 

to join the IPBC plan as described in Resolution 2015-C.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Eagle – aye, Mr. Barr – aye, 

Ms. Muryn – aye, Mr. Flor – aye, Ms. Sterbenc – aye, Ms. Korajczyk – aye.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion 

carried.   

Discussion took place regarding IMET and our investments.  Fidelity is no longer an option as they do not 

have the type of investment products we need.  Vanguard provided us with a prospectus; however they 

will not give us a guarantee that our investments comply with Illinois statutes.  It seems that Vanguard 

does have the products and investments that will comply with one potential trouble spot; they can 

employ foreign debt which is guaranteed by the U.S. government.  The statute was checked and if it is a 

security that is backed by the full faith of the U.S. government then the library can invest in it.  After 



checking the statute, it appears we can invest with Vanguard.  As of January 31, 2015, we had 

$706,205.65 in IMET.  

Mr. Barr moved, seconded by Mr. Flor, to authorize the Administrative Librarian to transfer all funds 

currently invested in IMET to the Vanguard account VSBSX, Vanguard Short-term Government Bond 

Index Fund Admiral Shares.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Eagle – aye, Mr. Barr – aye, Ms. Muryn – aye, Mr. Flor – 

aye, Ms. Sterbenc – aye, Ms. Korajczyk – aye.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion carried.   

Mr. Barr said we are extremely loved (libraries) according to Pew reports. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

Mr. Barr moved, seconded by Ms. Eagle, to approve Resolution 2015A, Contract for credit card use with 

the new ILS.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Eagle – aye, Mr. Barr – aye, Ms. Muryn – aye, Mr. Flor – aye, Ms. 

Sterbenc – aye, Ms. Korajczyk – aye.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion carried.  

  

Mr. Barr moved, seconded by Ms. Eagle, to approve Resolution 2015B, Disposal of surplus property. Roll 

call vote:  Ms. Eagle – aye, Mr. Barr – aye, Ms. Muryn – aye, Mr. Flor – aye, Ms. Sterbenc – aye, Ms. 

Korajczyk – aye.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  Motion carried.   

Ms. Muryn asked Ms. Crump a question that was sparked by a comment she read.  Do we ever contact a 

patron who feels that service is not what it should be? Ms. Muryn was referring to a comment made by 

a patron about lack of Black History Month displays.  Ms. Crump replied that we have two very 

prominent Black History Month displays. On occasion we do reach out to patrons after a comment card 

has been received.  We also have the bulletin board near the front entrance where Ms. Crump posts 

responses to the comment cards.  

Adjournment – Ms. Muryn moved, seconded by Mr. Barr, to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Ayes – 6, Nays – 0.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

Accepted _______________________ _____________________________ 

 Lisa Korajczyk, President Sara Sterbenc, Secretary 

 


